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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: CONCORDE 

REF: PARIS 10156 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY; THOUGH AEROSPATIALE HAD DENIED TO US PRESS 
REPORTS OF PLANS FOR SERIES OF TRANSATLANTIC 
FLIGHTS BY CONCORDE IN MAY, WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
PROPOSAL HAS BEEN PUT FORWARD BY AEROSPATIALE. 
FRENCH AND BRITISH GOVERNMENT REPS MAY TAKE DECISION 
THIS MATTER APRIL 30. 

1. LE FIGARO AND INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE 
REPORT APRIL 29 UNDER TOULOUSE DATELINE THAT AERO- 
SPATIALE HAS ANNOUNCED TWICE DAILY TRANSAT- 
LANTIC FLIGHTS WILL BE MADE BY CONCORDE DURING A 
TWO WEEK PERIOD IN MAY. THIRTY-TWO PASSENGERS 
WOULD BE CARRIED ON EACH FLIGHT. AP ITEM IN HERALD 
TRIBUNE REPORTS PURPOSE OF FLIGHTS IS TO DEMONSTRATE 
CONCORDE'S USE IN REGULAR SCHEDULED SERVICE. LE 
FIGARO. HOWEVER, REPORTS PURPOSE IS TO SPEED UP 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 10380 292208Z 

COMPLETION OF CONCORDE'S CERTIFICATION. LE FIGARO 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ADDS THAT FLIGHTS WILL OPERATE BETWEEN CHARLES DE 
GAULLE AIRPORT IN PARIS AND NEW YORK OR, IF LANDING 
RIGHTS ARE REFUSED AT NEW YORK, MONTREAL. LEAD 
ITEM IN BRIEF LE FIGARO STORY IS REPORT OF FORMATION 
AT TOULOUSE AND BRISTOL OF COMMITTEES FOR DEFENSE 
OF CONCORDE, SINCE "THE COMING MONTHS WILL BE DECISIVE 
FOR THE COMMERCIAL FUTURE OF CONCORDE." 

2. WE QUERIED AEROSPATIALE OFFICE IN PARIS AND 
WERE TOLD THAT NO SUCH STATEMENT HAD BEEN MADE TO 
PRESS. AEROSPATIALE SPOKESMAN TOLD US SOME 
ENDURANCE FLIGHTS WERE BEING PROGRAMMED AS PART 
OF CONCORDE CERTIFICATION EXERCISE BUT HE CLAIMED 

NOT TO KNOW WHETHER ANY OF THESE WOULD BE TRANSATLANTIC. 

3. WE LEARNED FROM BRITISH EMBASSY (WHICH ASKED THAT 
WE PROTECT THEM AS SOURCE) THAT IDEA FOR SERIES OF 
TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHTS AS PRESS HAD REPORTED HAD 
INDEED ORIGINATED WITH AEROSPATIALE WHICH HAD DISCUSSED 
IT WITH BAC. FLIGHTS WOULD REQUIRE APPROVAL OF 

FRENCH AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS AND THUS FAR NO DECISION 
HAD BEEN TAKEN. HOWEVER, JOINT POSITION OF BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS COULD EMERGE FROM MEETING THAT IS TO 
TAKE PLACE IN PARIS APRIL 30; WE WERE TOLD THAT IF 
THIS POSITION IS FAVORABLE, THEN NEXT STEP WOULD 
BE TO APPROACH APPROPRIATE US AUTHORITIES. 

4. WE WERE TOLD THAT JUNE 5 FLIGHT TO BOSTON (REFTEL) 

WAS SEPARATE MATTER, SINCE AIRPORT AUTHORITIES AT 
BOSTON HAD INVITED CONCORDE FLIGHT ON THAT DATE 
ON OCCASION INAUGURATION NEW AIR TERMINAL. 

5. OUR BRITISH EMBASSY SOURCE EXPLAINED THAT HIS 
QUERY TO US OF LAST WEEK (REFTEL) WAS A PROBE IN 
EFFORT ASCERTAIN WHETHER FRENCH MAY HAVE QUIETLY 
APPROACHED US ON THEIR OWN RE PROPOSED TRANSATLANTIC 
FLIGHTS. 

IRWIN 
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